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e This winter | read the book Apostle:
|||| . I.' g Travels Among the Tombs of the
LU (] Twelve by Tim Bissell. The story is a

¢ Lj'u'h‘l kind of travelogue in which Bissell

goes throughout the Near East and I # %
the Mediterranean visiting the legendary burial sites of some of

the disciples of Jesus. Although Bissell says he quit being a be- & '#
lieving Catholic when he was a teenager, his work does include ()
some interesting history and theology. The book jacket claims he & *+ )

has a warm relationship with Christianity but | think more often
than not he is arguing against faith—though at times he very

B - * .) II()/0
much wants to believe.

*

I am not much of a theologian, but | am struck by something fool 21 (
Bissell writes when he is discussing Jesus’ prayer in the Garden & 3
of Gethsemane on the night of his betrayal and arrest. In the (456 )/ 7
Gospel of Luke an angel appears to Jesus and gives him strength
but Jesus prays all the more earnestly until his sweat falls to the
ground like great drops of blood (22:43, 44). Bissell says “...itis a
strange passage, particularly in its assumption that an angel could COME JOIN OUR
give Jesus, who is supposed to be God, strength.”

| don't think Bissell's Jesus is my Jesus. | see a Jesus who is
wholly God and wholly human. But if he is the kind of being who
does not need to be strengthened and comforted in the face of
certain crucifixion, then he would not be a very effective Jesus.
For the death of Jesus to have any
- meaning, it has to be the real death
of a real person. It is that person-
hood of Jesus that struggles in the
garden. It is that humanity of Jesus

that really dies upon the cross. | ! " &' #
know how | would feel in my humani- (#)* " #
ty. And it means a great deal to me # # + - #F
to know that that is how Jesus felt. 10 1# () !
Your Servant for Christ's Sake, ) 2 #
$ #+#H#3) ()

Jonathan %, # )

The Apostles’ Creed

During the season of Lent we are reciting the ApesCreed during our morning worship and an agloitth class is
studying the creed during the Sunday school hédthough our hymnal includes several creeds angstants of
faith, the Apostles’ Creed is the most commonlyduseProtestant and Catholic churches. The maingbahe creed
appeared in Rome in the middle of the second cgriyainst certain heresies regarding the natudesis and his rela-
tionship with the Father. Other parts were addest tme. This creed gradually eclipsed the Nic€need (A.D. 325)
which was more comprehensive and doctrinal (itse & our hymnal) but became a source of contsywbetween
Western and Eastern churches. The word “catholittie Apostle’s Creed means “universal.” | tak®imean that we
believe we are in the historical and continuouditian of the church and see a unity among alldwelis, whether it is
manifest or not. | 4
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The United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) is the humanitarian relief and devel-
opment arm of The United Methodist Church
(UMC), a non-profit organization operated under
the auspices of the General Board of Global
Ministries.

When disaster strikes around the globe—
Haiti’'s 2010 earthquake or Typhoon Haiyan in
2013—so0 many watching the drama unfold on
our living room televisions feel entirely helpless.
How could any one person make a difference in
the wake of such widespread devastation? As
responders around the globe scramble to help
survivors, the United Methodist Committee on
Relief, UMCOR, is prepared to act.

So don’t be fooled by the word committee.
Since 1940, when UMCOR'’s forerunner was es-
tablished to meet the needs of those suffering
overseas at the onset of World War I, we've
continued to respond to those in desperate
need—today throughout more than eighty coun-
tries around the world.

The response of UMCOR isn’t something
“they” do, it's something “we” do.

When You Give You Equip Christ's Body to
Serve in His Name.

That's because your generous giving to
UMCOR (formerly One Great Hour of Shar-
ing) is what allows UMCOR to act as the arms
and legs of Christ’s church, moving toward the
most vulnerable in their darkest days. Con-
vinced that all people have God-given worth and
dignity—without regard to race, religion or gen-
der—together we are assisting those impacted
by crisis or chronic need.

Because you give, the United Methodist
Church’s compassionate response to human
suffering continues today:

When tornadoes ripped through Oklahoma,
we responded

When children in Zimbabwe lost parents to
AIDS, we responded

When a massive tsunami devastated lives in
Japan, we responded

And when the next mass crisis occurs, we will
be prepared to respond. UMCOR will be able to
offer aid in Jesus’ name to those who suffer be-
cause United Methodists give through UMCOR,
(formerly One Great Hour of Sharing) . In fact,
it's your generous giving that allows us to re-
spond when disaster strikes.

As we respond, we recognize Jesus in those
who are reeling in the wake of disaster.

Sunday school kids are promoting a
little side fund raiser called
Nickels for Nails
to help raise funds for Lake-Geauga
Habitat for Humanity’s next housing
project. So if you see a paint can
sitting around, consider dropping in
any loose change or an extra dollar
or two.

(donations are being taken during the month
of March)
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Easter Lilies

Anyone interested in purchasing Easter Lilies please see Pam or Margaret
Byers. The lilies will be used to decorate the sanctuary and may be taken
home on Easter Sunday.

Story of the Easter Lily

The magnificent white lily known as the Easter Lily has long stood as a symbol of
purity, hope, innocence and peace. Also called the Bermuda lily, the Trumpet lily,
and Jacob’s Tears, the Easter lily is a biblical flower commonly associated with the
resurrection of Christ.

In Christian tradition, the Easter lily signifies rebirth and a new beginning. It is said

that beautiful white lilies sprang up in the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus wept in the last hours before
he was betrayed by Judas. Another legend claims that the white lilies grew from the repentant tears shed by
Eve upon her departure from Paradise.

The lily is mentioned frequently throughout the bible and serves today as a beautiful reminder of the signifi-
cance of the Easter season. Easter lilies grace homes and churches each spring as a symbol of purity, joy,
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: : : March Schedule for TUMC Youth Group
This year TUMC Drama would like to try something JR & SR High

new and a little different. We're still excited about our

summer productions (Treasure Island is a go! Our other Tuesdays

is still TBA!) and we would love to get everyone warmed March 6th

up (Ha, ha) before then. Therefore we would like to offer & March 20th
classes in the month of March for anyone who is interest- 7:00 pm—38:30 pm

ed. A couple of detalils:

1.These will not be full fledged plays, just fun scenes, learning experiences and improv, but there will be
small performance opportunities.

2.You will not have to memorize unless you want to.
3.The classes are free! And you are free to invite friends!

Interested? Great! Here are the prospective classes: (Times TBA)

Taking place March 10th and 17th

Improvisation and Comedy (with some comedy sidekicks)

Taught by Elizabeth Wheeler

All ages welcome

Everyone knows the comedic roles are the best roles, right? This class will explore different types of comedy
and how to incorporate them into a scene. Audience reaction, when to ad-lib and when not to ad-lib, and
physical comedy are a few of the topics we will cover. Expect improvisation and hilarity!

Stage Makeup Workshop on the 17th

Taught by Lydia Markgraf

For all ages. (GUYS WELCOME!!)

Makeup is an essential part of almost any stage performance, so why not learn what works best for you? We
will cover the basics of stage makeup and practice applying it. If you have any supplies (Foundation, Blush,
Eyeliner, etc.) go ahead and bring them, though some will be provided.

Taking place March 24th and 31st

Scene and Character Study

Taught by Nadia Wheeler

Ages 12-Adult (Or talk to instructor)

Do you have a role you've always wanted to play but we aren't able to perform The Phantom of the Opera or
Star Wars on a budget? This is the class for you! Choose a scene from a character you've always wanted to
play, or be a part of a scene suggested by the instructor, recruit fellow actors to be in it and perform for the
class while studying the play and how to transform into character.

Music and Theater (But Not Musical Theater)

Taught by Elizabeth and co.

This workshop is only for people wanting an introduction to singing and/or dancing and direction on where to
go from there. We don't claim to be experts on this topic, but we'd love to share what we do know and have
some fun at the same time.
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LampLighter Submissions

Submission deadline is the 23w of each month. Drop off
your input at the church office, call or email. Let the
congregation know what your committee or church

group is doing in support of our ministry and mission!
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